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aarles Price, Merchant, 
; Ad OTHER Ss; | 
Owners and Freighters of the Shp AND ALQUZ1 4. 


IE; ÞAT the Fat-Irdia Company had a Charter Granted to 
NAE)/; 2 them by King Charles the Second, in the 13th Year of his Reign, 
Y and afterwards Confirmed, with further Priviledges, by King 
| James the Second ; wherein there 1s a Clauſe, That no Perſon 
K ſhould trade to the Ea/t-Zrdies, without Licenſe from the Com- 
& pany, upon pain of Forfeiting their Goods. And alſo a Procla- 
8 | mation was put forth by the Late King James, to the ſame pur- 
poſe. And altho there had been former Grants made to the 
Company, yet the Forfeiture was never inſiſted upon, till about 


Five Years ago. 
That the faid Owners and Freighters were adviſed by their Council, That the faid 


Clauſes in the faid Grants and Proclamation, were void in Law, and that they might 
Yawfully Trade to the Jndies, notwithſtanding the ſame. 


Whereupon in the Year 1684, they freighted the ſaid Ship with Cloath and Lead, 
"and ſent her to Spain, where ſhe took in Plate, and from thence Sailed to the Indies. 
and diſpoſed of her Cargo, for the Commodities of 7zd/a. 

— That ſhe Coming for E»7/and in 1686, was ſo diſabled by a Storm, that ſhe was 
bw ____ foredtoput in to the Harbour of Portſmouth to refit. 

That rhe Eaſt-India Colupany lia v 11g Nutiicc tho cul, prevail'd with je ſaid Tate Ma- 
jeſty,King James,to cauſe the ſaid Ship,and all the Men and Goods in b.er,to be Seized by 
Proceſs out of the Admiralty-Court , pretending a Forfeiture, by virtue of the faid 
Charter and Proclamation,and kept them at Por:zſmosth, and would not ſuffer them to be 
brought up to Loudon ; and upon one of the Members of the Cornpany's producing the 
faid King's Letter to the Court, the Judg refuſed to take Bail, a!cho 100000 /. or what 
other Bail they would infiſt upon, was offered. _ - 

That they could not get a Libel, till near Two Months afterwards, ( the Ship and 
Men being all that time in Cuſtody ), and when the Libcl was put-in, the Ship and 
Goods were libelled againſt, as Forfeited for trading to /ndia, without the Companies Li- 
cenſe ; which ( if ſo |) that Court could not try ; and to prevent a Prohibition, where- 
by the faid Owners might have had their Ship and Goods delivered them), they did in 
; 2" the ſame Libel _ all the Sea-men with Piracy ; which was a notorious Fallity, 
| | / 2 anda meer Trick, to keep the Caule in the ſaid Court. = 

EN _ _Thatf they finding themſelves under this Neceſſity, were .forc'd to agree with 4 
125. \ . Sir Jofrab Child, and Sir Benj. Bathurſt ( Managers: for the ſaid Company ) at their own 2 
 —_— Terms ; and before they could get their Men diſcharged, or any Account of their Goods, | 
they were compelled to acknowledg themſelves to be Intcrlopers, and to ſubmit to the 
Determination of the Admiralty Court, without further Appeal, or any Action to be 
brought in Law or Equity, and alſo to pay them one Fifth of the whole Proceed of the 
Cargo ; which, with other Charges, amounted toabove 10000 /. They having alſo in 
the /ndies been fgxc'd to Pay for their Liberty there, upon the Companies Proſecution, 
about 3ooo/. andaſiterwards to give them a General Releaſe of all Demands. 1d 
__ Alf whichDoings tend to the Subverſion of the Law's, and to the Great Damage of 
the Owners and Freighters of the ſaid Ship ; they being remedileſs ( by the Contrivances 
of the ſaid Company ) unleſs in Parliament. | 
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